
year with our various exciting 

events, interesting media, and 

educational opportunities all 

shown on the Chapterõs website 

at chicago.apwa.net.  

The new year brings awards 

season to the Branches and 

Chapter. After a month of 

pos tponemen ts ,  awa rds 

committees had their re-

scheduled branch luncheons in 

February and March to honor 

the outstanding achievements 

of individuals, communities, 

and their projects. I would like 

to personally congratulate all of 

the worthy winners. The 

Chapterõs achievements 

regularly receive national 

attention, and this year is no 

different. It is with great 

pleasure I would like to 

congratulate the Village of 

Schaumburg and City of 

Evanston for winning the APWA 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ пύ 

I 
t is 

w i t h 

great 

pleasure I 

am able 

to assure 

o u r 

members 

that the 

A P W A 

C h i c a g o 

Metro Chapter is in a position 

of strength as we entered 

2022. I would like to thank our 

Past President, Michael Hall 

(Schaumburg), for his year of 

leadership through a dynamic 

time for the Chapter. Public 

works and our members carry 

the 2022 PWX theme of 

òReady and Resilient.ó The 

unprecedented time of the 

past two years has proven 

how public works was ready 

and we can quickly adapt and 

conquer our challenges. Our 

resiliency was on full display 

as public works continued to not 

only serve our communities, but 

to also use this time to learn 

and improve our daily lives.  

The Chapterõs 2022 planning 

commenced at our annual 

Starved Rock Leadership 

Retreat in November 2021. 

Over fifty volunteers including 

the executive committee, 

committee members, and 

branch officers gathered for two 

days to discuss carrying our 

strategic plan forward. I was 

humbled by our volunteerõs 

commitments to the Chapter. 

The Chapter is extremely 

fortunate to have so many bright 

and dedicated volunteers 

working for APWA. Our plan is to 

support those who operate, 

improve and maintain public 

works and infrastructure 

through advocacy, education, 

and member engagement. The 

plan will continue to be 

implemented throughout the 

Letter from the Chapter President 
Marc Grigas, Strand Associates, Inc. 

2022 Top Ten PW Leader ñ Mike Millette  
by: Aaron Grosskopf, Director of Public Works, Village of Gilberts 

O 
n Tuesday, March 8, 

2022, Public Works 

D i r e c t o r / V i l l a g e 

Engineer for South Elgin, Mike 

Millette, stepped up in front of 

over a hundred attendees at 

the Fox Valley Awards Lunch to 

say a few words.  Mike was in 

front of the crowd accepting 

the final recognition of the day, 

the Top Ten Public Works 

Leaders of the Year Award.  He 

has left his mark on many 

organizations over his storied 

public career with over 34 

years of public works and 

m u n i c i p a l  e n g i n e e r i n g 

experience.  Over these years 

Mike has been at the forefront 

of innovation in the industry.  

From being one of the first 

individuals to assist in 

authoring the DuPage County 

Stormwater Ordinance to 

implementing Lombardõs first 

pavemen t  management 

system.  Mikeõs professional 

accomplishments are too 

numerous to name in a single 

article.  But it really isnõt the 

improvements he made to the 

many organizations over the 

years that Mike seemed most 

proud of, itõs the people. 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ пύ 
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W  
e are so excited 

to be back in 

person! After 

having a record attendance 

holiday party at Bartlett Hills 

Golf Club in December, Fox Val-

ley was back in action last week 

at Two Brothers Roundhouse for 

our Awards luncheon. I feel all 

the Branches and Chapter did a 

great job of being remote, and 

kept lots of fresh ideas going 

virtually, but nothing compares 

to the 3D experience! 

This year, the Fox Valley Branch 

is ready to rock on a very ambi-

tious program of in-person activ-

ities! We had hoped for a great 

turnout for a Chicago Steel 

Hockey game on March 20 in 

Geneva. Timing wasnõt perfect 

and the event had low participa-

tion. We will reschedule this  

next winter. The $10 ticket in-

cluded a free hot dog and soda. 

Plan to bring the family next 

time! 

We also have a field trip 

planned in May to the Vactor 

Plant in Streator. Standard 

Equipment is going to provide a 

bus for members - this is not an 

event to miss! Our golf outing is 

going to be a "Boogie Wonder-

land" back at Randall Oaks Golf 

Club on August 5 - I can't wait! 

Our Volunteer Committee is 

super busy as well, planning 

events at the Northern Illinois 

Food Bank and Feed My Starv-

ing Children.  

One of the most rewarding 

events we had was the Commit-

tee Kick-Off back in February. All 

the Committee Chairs met to 

plan this year's events at the 

non-profit Aspen Lane Wine 

Company in Aurora (https://

www.aspenlanewinecompany.co

m/) and were taken with the 

passion and mission of its 

founder, Bob Evanosky. Bob and 

his wife Sonya Evanosky have 

three sons:  John and Christo-

pher, who are identical twins, 

and Jack, who is 26 months 

younger. All three boys were 

diagnosed with a fatal genetic 

disease known as metachro-

matic leukodystrophy (MLD) in 

early 2005 when John and 

Christopher were three years old 

and Jack was one. John passed 

away in 2016, but his life contin-

ues to be celebrated at Aspen 

Lane. 

As an accomplished home wine-

maker, Bob Evanosky had the 

idea of combining his love of 

making wine with creating a 

business that would provide a 

sustainable source of income to 

a select group of nonprofit or-

ganizations.  Driven by the 

transformational experiences of 

his own family, Bob wanted to 

support nonprofits who were 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ моύ 
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Aspen Lane 

Wine Company 

has donated over 

$450,000 to 

local charities 

that support 

people with 

disabilities  
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Sonya and Bob Evanosky, founders 

of Aspen Lane Wine Company 
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National Excellence in Snow and 

Ice Control Award. 

In 2018, APWA National 

selected the Chicago Metro 

Chapter as the 2024 PWX host. 

Since then, the PWX committee 

leaders Jennifer Hughes 

(Oswego) and Mike Millette 

(South Elgin), have structured a 

group of dedicated individuals 

to bring you this spectacular 

/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ό/ƻƴǘΩŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇƎмύ event. The quiet organizing of 

the committee the past few 

years will begin to make noise 

and reach out more and more 

to our industry. One of the first 

orders of business this year will 

be to begin fundraising through 

donations and sponsorships to 

support our PWX activities. The 

industry was extremely 

generous when we last hosted 

PWX in 2013. I am confident 

this substantial support will be 

experienced again.   

Lastly, a special thank you must 

be extended to Jorge Cruz for 

preparing our newsletters and 

contributing so much time and 

energy to the Chapter. He is the 

s o l e  s o l i c i t o r  o f  t h e 

sponsorships and articles 

needed to prepare a quarterly 

newsletter full of valuable 

content for our members. 

I look forward to seeing you at 

our many events this year! 

all aspects of his life.  

Currently, Mike is involved in 

many organizations; The Illinois 

Terrorism Task Force, Metro 

West Council of Government, 

Baker  Memor ia l  Un i ted 

Methodist Church, American 

Red Cross, and of course the 

APWA serving at both the 

Chicago Metro Level and 

National Level while having held 

virtually every committee 

position at one point or another.  

He also devotes time to being a 

Village Trustee in Campton Hills.  

Mike has also been involved 

with the American Society of 

During his acceptance speech, 

Mike was incredibly focused on 

a specific aspect of this 

profession, the people in it.  The 

individuals that he has worked 

with over the years, the ones 

that taught and mentored him, 

and the ones that he was able 

to pay that knowledge forward 

to over a long career.  Learning 

from others, and through his 

own experiences, being able to 

pass that wisdom, experience, 

and information to those he 

could, was a vital part of not 

only his public works career, but 

aƛƪŜ aƛƭƭŜǧŜ ό/ƻƴǘΩŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇƎ мύ Civil Engineers, the 

National Society of 

Professional Engineers, 

and the Institute of 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

Engineers.   

Not only does Mike have 

a celebrated professional 

career, but an equally 

astounding life devoted 

to other passions outside 

of the public works field.  When 

he joined the Cub Scouts in 

1972, it led to a long and 

passionate endeavor to devote 

26 years to being a boy scout 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ моύ 
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T 
he Southwest Branch 

ended 2021 on a high 

note.  First, we held 

our annual holiday party on De-

cember 9th at Silver Lakes 

Country Club with 456 at-

tendees.  As always, it was a 

good time loaded with tons of 

prizes, including a Harley-

Davidson electric bicycle.  I 

know many of you had fun be-

cause I saw you there!  Thanks 

to Don Cassier and his team a 

volunteers for putting on this 

great event.  Second, the South-

west Branch did a radio jingle 

thanking all public works staff 

on Will County Country FM radio 

station 98.3 WCCQ the week of 

December 21st thru December 

28th. 

Special thanks to Arlan 

Schattke, our President for 

2021.  We had good times, 

some laughs, a few beers, and 

you got to take the Harley-

Davidson bike for a test ride.  

Thanks for guiding our 

branch through a diffi-

cult year with COVID.  

You did a great job.  Our 

officers for this year 

include Owen Dean as 

secretary, Khurshid 

Hoda as treasurer, Alex 

Alejandro as vice presi-

dent, and myself as 

President. 

Starting the new year, 

we faced some challeng-

es due to the Omicron 

variant which caused us 

to postpone our Awards 

Ceremony.  But I have good 

¢ƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ .ǊŀƴŎƘ wƛŘŜǎ !ƎŀƛƴΗ .ȅΥ 9ǊƛŎ bŜǳōŀǳŜǊΣ I5w  

include a certificate.  

A special goal of mine for 2022 

is to increase our visibility and 

number of applications for the 

Southwest Branch full-time stu-

dent scholarships.  I got my start 

in the Southwest Branch on the 

scholarship committee and we 

have traditionally had issues 

getting applications for this 

scholarship.  If you know of 

someone who lives or works in 

the Southwest Branch region 

and they have kids attending 

college in a public works, civil or 

environmental engineering relat-

ed field or if you have interns, 

please send them to the schol-

arsh ip page on  ch ica-

go.apwa.net or have them con-

tact Jon Kjellman at jona-

than.kjellman@hdrinc.com.  At 

least two $1,500 scholarships 

are available and while applica-

tions will be accepted year-

round, March 31st will be the 

application deadline for the Fall 

2022 Semester and August 

31st for the Spring 2023 se-

mester. 

We look forward to another suc-

cessful year and stay safe! 

news.  THE SOUTHWEST 

BRANCH AWARDS CEREMONY 

WILL BE HELD IN PERSON ON 

APRIL 6th AT THE PATRICK HA-

LEY MANSION.   In order to give 

the award winners a chance to 

share their great projects, we 

have included a monthly spot-

light during the first five minutes 

of our monthly meeting presen-

tations.   

This will continue throughout 

2022.  Congratulations to all of 

our award winners listed below. 

 Paul Thibaudeau of EJ present-

ed on Iron Castings and Fabrica-

tion virtually on February 2nd.  

On March 2nd, Zach Pucel of 

TranSystems presented a hybrid 

meeting on Minimizing Issues 

during Construction.  Both 

events were well attended.  The 

Southwest Branch plans to con-

tinue with the hybrid meeting 

format, which allows for in per-

son lunch and comradery but 

also allows for remote attend-

ance of the presentation via 

TEAMS.  Canõt wait to òseeó you 

at our next meeting, either in 

person or virtually!  We are al-

ready planning a May 4th in 

person educational event with 

the Fox Valley Branch at Clarke 

Environmental in St. Charles on 

Mosquito Larvicide, which will 

2022 Officers (L-R) 

Alex Alejandro, Eric Neubauer, Owen Dean, 

Arlan Schattke, and Khurshid Hoda 
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